Sample letter to Chairman and/or Ranking Member

House or Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture
The Honorable ____________

Chairman

Subcommittee on Agriculture,

 Rural Development,

 Food and Drug Administration,

 and Related Agencies

Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to urge you to include funding in the fiscal year 2004 agriculture appropriations bill that is sufficient to provide sorely needed increases in the formula funding and competitive grants for agricultural research, education and extension programs.

Formula funds for the Department of Agriculture’s Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) have been declining, in real terms, for many years. In addition to the declining value of federal support, the nation’s great research institutions are also threatened by the fiscal crises facing many of their home states.

In addition, the funding for agricultural research continues to lag behind the levels provided to other national research initiatives. For example, the National Research Initiative – the nation’s flagship agricultural research program – is able to fund only 15 percent of priority research that has already been examined by experts and deemed of high quality by peer review panels. 

The nation faces many critical agricultural research needs, including food safety and security, health and nutrition, and the environment. To address these critical research needs I urge you to include the following initiatives in the fiscal year 2004 agriculture appropriations bill:

· Increase fiscal year 2004 funding for CSREES formula grant programs by five percent over the fiscal year 2003 level. This modest increase is necessary just to sustain the existing infrastructure and maintain a constant level of effort in this critical area.

· Provide funds sufficient to fully support at least 30 percent of the competitive grant proposals submitted to CSREES.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.







Sincerely,

