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As the joint House-Senate conference nears on the Agriculture Appropriations bill for F.Y. 2004, NASULGC supports the following priorities for USDA-CSREES:

Major Area of Disagreement: National Research Initiative. House = $149,248,000. Senate = $180,000,000. NASULGC supports the funding level proposed by the Senate for the NRI, the flagship competitive research program. The president’s budget request for the NRI was $200,000,000.

Major Area of Disagreement: Homeland Security Program. House = $16,000,000. Senate = $0. NASULGC supports the funding level proposed by the House for this line item. The $16,000,000 was requested in the president’s budget and represents a continuation of priority security work (to establish national animal and plant diagnostic networks).

There are numerous other differences between the House and Senate in this portion of the CSREES budget. These differences are highlighted in a spreadsheet < click here > and summarized below:

CSREES Research and Education Line Items in Disagreement:
House Line Items Supported by NASULGC

Senate Line Items Supported by NASULGC
Hatch Act
$180,148,000
National Research Initiative
$180,000,000

McIntire-Stennis
21,884,000 
Critical Agriculture Materials
1,242,000

Evans-Allen
36,000,000
1994 Institutions
1,093,000


Integrated Pest Management
2,725,000
Alaska/Hawaii Institutions
3,5000,000
IR4-Minor Crop Pest Mgmt.
10,673,000
Aquaculture Centers
4,471,000

Pest Management Alternatives
1,619,000

1890 Inst. Capacity Building
11,479,000

CSREES Extension Line Items in Disagreement:
House Line Items Supported by NASULGC

Senate Line Items Supported by NASULGC
1890 Facilities
$15,000,000
Smith Lever 3(b) and 3(c)
$279,390,000



Renewable Resources Ext.
4,516,000



Rural Health & Safety
2,605,000

CSREES Integrated Line Items in Disagreement:
House Line Items Supported by NASULGC

Senate Line Items Supported by NASULGC
International Science and Ed.
$1,000,000
Methyl Bromide Transition
$3,500,000

Homeland Security Program
16,000,000

