AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2004

(House of Representatives - July 14, 2003 - H6650)

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word. I rise for the purposes of entering into a colloquy with the gentleman from Texas (Chairman Bonilla) and the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. Kaptur), the ranking member. 

   Mr. Chairman, last year's farm bill authorized the Resident Instruction and Distance Education Grants Program for the Insular Areas to address the critical agricultural research needs of the Land Grant Universities in the U.S. territories and Puerto Rico. We receive very little by way of formula funds, t-star grants, and other special grants. 

   Existing programs simply do not orient themselves toward the Land Grant Universities in the insular areas. Additionally, our universities have seen no money under the National Research Initiative, the flagship agricultural research program. While our institutions are 1862s by definition, they have only been established as Land Grant Universities for the past 3 decades. This, coupled with the decline in funds for the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service overall, makes competing with other institutions very difficult. So last year Congress authorized a new funding mechanism to provide competitively awarded grants to meet the unique needs of this underserved set of universities. 

  This new authorization is especially important to the Land Grant Universities in the insular areas because it will help them to develop education and training programs while working in collaboration with leading U.S. universities on the mainland, building on their expertise and helping us to make the best possible use of limited program dollars. 

   This year's appropriation bill has no funds whatsoever for this new program. As the Land Grant Universities in the insular areas face many critical agricultural research needs, including food safety and security, health and nutrition, and the environment, I am hopeful that this new program will be funded in the near future. Although my request to fund this account in this cycle has not been met, I am grateful for the inclusion of report language that speaks to this need. I know that the gentleman from Texas (Chairman Bonilla) and the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. Kaptur), our ranking member, are supportive of the Land Grant Universities in the insular areas, and I urge them to utilize this new program to ensure the survival of these institutions. 

   Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Chairman, will the gentlewoman yield? 

   Ms. BORDALLO. I yield to the gentleman from Texas. 

   Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank the gentlewoman for bringing this matter to our attention. It is a very important issue. We recognize the needs of these institutions to be unique and deserving of additional support. The committee has included report language encouraging the Department to better assist the Land Grant Universities in the insular areas and provide us a report describing what steps the Department is currently taking to meet their unique needs. 

   I look forward to working with the gentlewoman and delegates to ensure that the needs of the Land Grant Universities in the insular areas are met the best way we possibly can. 

   Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Chairman, will the gentlewoman yield? 

   Ms. BORDALLO. I yield to the gentlewoman from Ohio. 

   Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Chairman, I just want to commend the gentlewoman from Guam for bringing these issues to our attention and to say what a great leader she is on agriculture for the insular areas. We really, without her leadership, would not have been made aware. I know both the chairman and I, as ranking member, are very grateful to her, and we look forward to working with her through conference and for a final bill to be produced. 

   Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Chairman, I will place in the RECORD at this point a statement from my colleague, the gentleman from American Samoa (Mr. Faleomavaega), as well as a joint letter signed by myself, the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico, the delegate from the Virgin Islands, and the delegate from American Samoa. 
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Washington, DC, March 19, 2003. 

Hon. HENRY BONILLA, 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies

House Committee on Appropriations

Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN:

We are writing to request that $15 million be provided in the Fiscal Year 2004 agriculture appropriations bill for the Resident Instruction and Distance Education Grants Program for Insular Area Institutions of Higher Education. This program was authorized by last year's Farm Security and Rural Investment Act (Sec. 7501; Public Law 107-171) to strengthen instruction, curriculum and research in the food and agricultural sciences. With this funding the program would enhance the quality of teaching and learning at our nation's land-grant universities in the U.S. territories. 

Collaboration between faculty and students at institutions of higher education in the U.S. territories with colleagues in the U.S. mainland is particularly challenging given the distance between them. Current fragile economic conditions in the U.S. territories also compound the challenges posed by their geographic isolation. Nevertheless, these institutions boast sound and reputable programs in agriculture, natural resources, forestry, veterinary medicine, home economics, and disciplines closely allied to the food and agriculture production and delivery systems. The primary and secondary science and agricultural teachers of these institutions often lack proper credentials though. A distance education program is desperately needed by these educators. Because of the high cost of shipping to the U.S. territories, food costs are high and families are often forced to make unhealthy choices. These unhealthy choices compound an already high incidence of chronic diseases such as diabetes, obesity and heart disease among the populations of the insular areas. Strengthening health and diet outreach education would help to prevent unnecessary trauma for many families. Expertise in environmental management is limited in the islands of insular areas. The insular area land grants are the primary source of higher education for the region and environmental education programs need to be created and strengthened. Building the capacity of the insular area land grants in the areas of distance education, agriculture, health and nutrition and environmental management will improve the overall quality of life and education for U.S. citizens who live in these areas. 

Designating $15 million for this program through the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service's (CSREES) research and education activities account is vitally important if we are to support the learning communities of the U.S. territories and provide them the ability to partner with other institutions in the U.S. mainland. Harnessing technology in support of institutional capacity-building in this regard is essential for the success of the land-grant universities in the U.S. territories. Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions or should you be in need of further information. 

Sincerely, 

Aníbal Acevedo-Vilë,

Donna M. Christensen,

Madeleine Z. Bordallo, 

Eni F.H. Faleomavaega,

Members of Congress.

