COOPERATIVE STATE RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND EXTENSION SERVICE
CSREES has the preliminary responsibility for providing linkages between the Federal and State components of a broad-based, National research, extension, and higher education system. CSREES provides funding for projects conducted in partnership with the State Agricultural Experiment Stations, State Cooperative Extension Systems, land grant universities, colleges, and other research and education institutions. Federal funds are distributed to universities and institutions by statutory formula funding, competitive awards, and special grants. CSREES is responsible for administering USDA’s primary competitive research grants program, the National Research Initiative (NRI), which supports investigator-initiated research with strong potential to contribute to major breakthroughs in agricultural science.

The 2007 Budget requests over $1 billion for CSREES. Increases totaling $87 million are proposed. These increases are offset by the elimination of approximately $196 million in Congressional earmarks. Highlights of the proposals follow:

· Formula Grants. The 2007 budget which funds the Hatch Act and the McIntire-Stennis programs at about the 2006 level would increase funding for competitive grants. The proposal will modify the Hatch formula program by expanding the multi-State research programs to approximately 55.6 percent from the current base of about 25 percent. A portion of these funds, 35 percent, will be redirected to nationally, competitively awarded, multi-State/multi-institutional projects in the first year with the remaining multi-State funds being phased into competitive grants from formula funding over a four year period as existing multi-State projects are completed. This new approach will sustain the matching requirement and the use of Federal funds to leverage non-Federal resources. Additionally, the proposal will modify the McIntire-Stennis formula program by creating a multi-State research program supported by about 59 percent of the total funding. All McIntire-Stennis multi-State funds will be distributed though competitively awarded grants in 2007.
· National Research Initiative (NRI) The NRI is the Nation’s premier competitive, peer-reviewed research program for fundamental and applied sciences in agriculture. The 2007 budget proposes $247.5 million for the NRI, an increase of $66.3 million above 2006. The increase will fund initiatives in agriculture genomics, emerging issues in food and agricultural security, the ecology and economics of biological invasions, plant biotechnology and water security.  The NRI is broad in scope with programs ranging from fundamental science to farm management and community issues. Funding at the proposed level will support research that will make an immediate impact on such issues as emerging diseases and pests, biosecurity, farm management, air quality, and food and nutritional improvements. The NRI enables USDA to develop new partnerships with other Federal agencies on topics of mutual interest. Moreover, the NRI makes a major contribution to developing the next generation of agricultural scientists. 
· Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative. The 2007 Budget proposes $5 million for a Higher Education Agrosecurity Program as a component of the Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative. The funds will provide capacity building grants to universities for interdisciplinary degree programs targeted toward supplying educational and professional development for food defense personnel. This program will help secure the Nation’s agriculture and food supply by focusing on educational activities that address biosecurity issues.
· Outreach and Technical Assistance for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers. The Department encourages greater participation of African American farmers, tribal groups, Hispanic and other minority groups in the full range of commodity, loan, grant, and education programs offered to eligible individuals and community groups. The 2007 budget includes about $7 million to provide grants to educational institutions and community-based organizations to benefit these groups. The $1 million increase in funding will increase the number of socially disadvantaged minority farmers and ranchers who are knowledgeable and able to participate in USDA farm programs.
The CSREES programs related to Protection and Safety of the Agricultural Food Supply and the Natural Resource Base and Environment underwent a PART review during the formulation of the 2007 budget. The programs received ratings of “Moderately Effective” with high scores for program purpose and design, strategic planning, and program management. The PART findings did not identify any significant policy or performance issues.
